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Title of proposal

Section 1

Summary of your proposed action

1.1 Project industry type Energy Generation and Supply (renewable)
1.2 Provide a detailed description of the proposed action, including all proposed activities

Syncline Energy is proposing the creation of the Melton Renewable Energy Hub (MREH) located at Plumpton, Victoria. The
proposed facility will include a solar farm and 800MW battery storage facility located at 77-347 Holden Road, Plumpton; 67
Victoria Road, Plumpton; and 77 Victoria Road, Plumpton (also known as 1A Holden Road). These are Lot and Plan numbers
Lot 1 on TP901066H, Lot 1 on TP78358D, and Lot 1 (Part) on PS711917E. Collectively these are called the 'study area'.

The study area is zoned Green Wedge Zone and is located within the Melton Shire Council municipality. The project is
currently obtaining local and state approvals to proceed.

The MREH will be accessed by a track created from Holden Road. It will include a solar array in the west, and battery
energy storage system in the east. A control room will also be located in the east, and a powerline connection will extend
further east.

Construction of the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facility will involve the following activities:

- Clearing of surface vegetation (mostly environmental weeds including serrated tussock and artichoke thistle); and
- Completing 'cut and fill earthworks' to create benches for batteries and the associated plant; and

- Creating internal access roads as shown in Attachment A Figure [ ]; and

- Building 'sound mounds' and planting of screening native vegetation; and

- Laying-down of gravel mulch in the battery and electrical plant areas

Construction of the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facility will involve the following activities:

- Clearing of surface vegetation (mostly environmental weeds including Serrated Tussock and Artichoke Thistle);
- Completing 'cut and fill earthworks' to create benches for batteries and the associated plant;

Creating internal access roads;

- Building 'sound mounds' and planting of screening native vegetation; and

- Laying-down of gravel mulch in the battery and electrical plant areas

A total of 39.16 hectares of native vegetation qualifying as 'patches' of native vegetation under the 'Guidelines for the
Removal, Destruction or Lopping of Native Vegetation' were present within the study area. These were generally able to be
avoided, however, 7.497 hectares of native vegetation patches are proposed to be removed.

Ecological surveys have informed the MREH design. Impacts to Striped Legless Lizard (Delma impar) habitat are
proposed. Striped Legless Lizard is listed as Vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 (Cth). No other Matters of National Environmental Significance have been identified within the study area, or are likely to
be significantly impacted by the MREH project.

1.3 What is the extent and location of your proposed action?
See Appendix B

1.5 Provide a brief physical description of the property on which the proposed action will take place and the location of the
proposed action (e.g. proximity to major towns, or for off-shore actions, shortest distance to mainland)

The study area is located one kilometre north-west of the Calder Park Motorsports Complex, approximately three kilometres
south of Diggers Rest, and approximately 24.5 kilometres north-west of the Melbourne Central Business District.

The study area is located within a rural setting, in a generally flat landscape. The landscape surrounding the study area is
primarily used for dryland cropping or grazing. Little remnant native vegetation persists within the local area, with Organ Pipes
National Park the closest significant patch of remnant vegetation, occurring approximately two kilometres to the east.

1.6 What is the size of the proposed action area development footprint (or work area) including disturbance footprint and
avoidance footprint (if relevant)?

The study area (i.e. the area assessed to inform the project development design) is approximately 149.9 hectares.
However the development footprint (i.e. the area included within a perimeter around the MREH facility) is approximately 36.3
hectares in area.
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There is a total of approximately 26.846 hectares of Striped Legless Lizard habitat present within the total study area,
however, only 8.401 hectares of this habitat will be impacted by the proposed development.

1.7 Proposed action location
Address - 77-347 Holden Rd, Plumpton, VIC, 3335, Australia

1.8 Primary jurisdiction Victoria

1.9 Has the person proposing to take the action received any Australian Government grant funding to undertake this project?

O VYes 4 No

1.10 Is the proposed action subject to local government planning approval?

O VYes M No
1.11 Provide an estimated start and estimated end date for the Start Date 01/07/2021
proposed action End Date 01/07/2023

1.12 Provide details of the context, planning framework and state and/or local Government requirements

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) - EPBC Act

The EPBC Act is to provide for the conservation of ‘Matters of National Environmental Significance’. The Act defines eight
Matters of National Environmental Significance. The current project has identified an impact to a 'nationally listed threatened
species and ecological community’ - specifically Striped Legless Lizard. Under the Act, actions that are likely to have a
significant impact upon Matters of National Environmental Significance require approval from the Federal Environment
Minister. This approval is sought through a referral process for a particular action.

Planning and Environment Act 1987 (Vic) - P&E Act

The P&E Act governs the use, development, protection and conservation of land in Victoria. The impacts to biodiversity
values will be assessed through Victorian State Government policy including the ‘Guidelines for the removal, destruction or
lopping of native vegetation’ (the Guidelines) (Department of Environment Land Water and Planning 2017), under Clause
52.17 of planning scheme (required by the P&E Act).

These impacts will require approval from the Melton City Council and state Department of the Environment, Land, Water
and Planning (DELWP). This includes the applicant having to meet the iterative three-step approach to:

- Avoid the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation.

- Minimise impacts from the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation that cannot be avoided.

- Provide an offset to compensate for the biodiversity impact from the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation.

The study area is zoned Green Wedge Zone within the Melton City Council municipality planning scheme. No overlays,
such as Vegetation Protection Overlays, Environmental Significance Overlays, or Significant Landscape Overlays, that are
relevant to this report cover the study area.

Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Vic) - FFG Act

The FFG Act seeks to establish a legal and administrative structure to enable and promote the conservation of native flora
and fauna.

The Act declares 'critical habitat' for listed species on private land and includes establishing a permit system to undertake
works on public land which might kill, injure or disturb protected native plants. DELWP administers this process. The study
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area is not 'critical habitat' for any listed species and will not impact protected flora on public land. No further consideration
of this Act is required.

Environment Effects Act 1987 (Vic) - EE Act

The EE Act is an advisory act without a regulatory approval mechanism. The EE Act provides for the assessment of a
proposed project (works) that is capable of having a significant effect on the environment. The Ministerial Guidelines for the
Assessment of Environment Effects under the EE Act provide guidance on the types of impacts that may be considered to
contribute to a significant environmental impact. Where there may be a significant impact to biodiversity values, which meet
the thresholds described within the Ministerial Guidelines (Department of Sustainability and Environment 2007), the Minister
for Planning is required to determine whether the project is likely to result in a significant impact on the environment and
whether further environmental assessment is necessary. The current project does not meet these triggers, although the
DELWP is a referral authority for the current project.

Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (Vic) - AH Act

The purpose of the AH Act is to provide for the protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage in Victoria. Impacts to cultural
heritage values of the site will be managed through the development of a Cultural Heritage Management Plan, under the AH
Act. The Project has been assessed by Unearthed Heritage Pty Ltd who, among other things, searched the Victorian
Aboriginal Heritage Register (VAHR) on 7 May 2020 (Access ID 8164) for any registered Aboriginal places that occur within or
near to the Project, as well as for areas of cultural heritage sensitivity (CHS). The proposed solar PV, battery storage areas
and electricity transmission line have been designed to avoid intersecting with any areas of CHS (land within 50 m of a
registered Aboriginal cultural heritage place). As such:

- While the proposed solar PV and battery storage areas would fulfil the definition of a high impact activity (r.46(1)(b)(xxx)
these areas do not include any areas of CHS, so do not trigger the mandatory preparation of a CHMP.

- The proposed transmission alignment avoids areas of CHS and does not fulfil the definition of a high impact activity, so
does not trigger the mandatory preparation of a CHMP.

1.13 Describe any public consultation that has been, is being or will be undertaken, including with Indigenous stakeholders

There is no requirement for a mandatory Cultural Heritage Management Plan. Further consultation may be undertaken with
Registered Aboriginal Parties as required.

1.14 Describe any environmental impact assessments that have been or will be carried out under Commonwealth, State or
Territory legislation including relevant impacts of the project

Ecolink Consulting Pty Ltd (2020a). 'Targeted Golden Sun Moth Surveys, 77-247 Holden Road, Plumpton.' Golden Sun
Moths were not recorded within the study area.

Ecolink Consulting Pty Ltd (2020b). Targeted Growling Grass Frog Survey, 77-247 Holden Road, Plumpton." Growling
Grass Frogs were not recorded in the dam near the study area.

Ecolink Consulting Pty Ltd (2020c). 'Targeted Striped Legless Lizard Survey, 77-247 Holden Road, Plumpton, Victoria.' One
Striped Legless Lizard was recorded under a tile on one occasion.

Ecolink Consulting Pty Ltd (2021). 'Targeted Spiny Rice-flower Survey, 77-247 Holden Road, Plumpton, Victoria." Spiny
Rice-flower was not recorded within the study area.

Ecolink Consulting Pty Ltd (2021). 'Biodiversity Assessment, 77-347 Holden Road, Plumpton, Victoria." Summarises the
ecological values and obligations under relevant legislation and policies, including the results of the above-mentioned targeted
surveys.

1.15 Is this action part of a staged development (or a component of a larger project)?

O VYes 4 No

1.16 Is the proposed action related to other actions or proposals in the region?

O VYes 4 No
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Section 2

Matters of national environmental significance

2.1 Is the proposed action likely to have any direct or indirect impact on the values of any World Heritage properties?
O VYes & No

2.2 Is the proposed action likely to have any direct or indirect impact on the values of any National Heritage places?
O VYes 4 No

2.3 Is the proposed action likely to have any direct or indirect impact on the ecological character of a Ramsar wetland?
(O VYes & No

2.4 Is the proposed action likely to have any direct or indirect impact on the members of any listed species or any threatened
ecological community, or their habitat?

4 Yes O No

Species or threatened ecological community

Striped Legless Lizard (Delma impar)

Impact

Three tile grids were located within the study area. The grids were located in parts of the study area considered to have the
highest likelihood of providing habitat for the species. Tiles were checked six times by Simon Scott, Principal Ecologist. A
single Striped Legless Lizard was recorded under a tile in Tile Grid 1 during the first assessment on 22 October 2020. The
presence of only one individual suggests a relatively small population given the number of trap days.

The habitat for this species within the study area was assessed to include the areas which have not been cultivated and
which are not going to be cultivated by the land manager. They include a basalt rise which extends north of the study area.
Approximately 26.846 hectares of habitat is present within the total study area, however, only 8.401 hectares of hectares of
this habitat will be impacted by the proposed development.

The survey methodology, results of the survey, and discussions on the impacts to this species are provided in the Targeted
Striped Legless Lizard Survey, 77-247 Holden Road, Plumpton, Victoria report attached as
'1811a_Plumpton_SLL_Report_16122020', page 3-6. The habitats and impacts are shown on Figure 1 of the same report.

2.4.2 Do you consider this impact to be significant?
4 Yes O No

2.5 Is the proposed action likely to have any direct or indirect impact on the members of any listed migratory species or their
habitat?

O VYes & No

2.6 Is the proposed action to be undertaken in a marine environment (outside Commonwealth marine areas)?
O VYes 4 No

2.7 Is the proposed action likely to be taken on or near Commonwealth land?
O Yes & No
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2.8 Is the proposed action taking place in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park?
O VYes 4 No

2.9 Is the proposed action likely to have any direct or indirect impact on a water resource from coal seam gas or large coal
mining development?

(O VYes 4 No
2.10 Is the proposed action a nuclear action?
O VYes 4 No
2.11 Is the proposed action to be taken by a Commonwealth agency?
O VYes 4 No
2.12 Is the proposed action to be undertaken in a Commonwealth Heritage place overseas?
(O VYes & No

2.13 Is the proposed action likely to have any direct or indirect impact on any part of the environment in the Commonwealth
marine area?

O VYes & No
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Section 3

Description of the project area

3.1 Describe the flora and fauna relevant to the project area

Flora
A total of 57 flora species, comprising 26 indigenous and 31 exotic species were recorded during the current assessment.

The overstorey and midstorey vegetation was generally absent across the study area, however there were occasional
scattered Sifton Bushes (Cassinia sifton) and Tree Violets (Melicytus dentatus) that had recruited into the central region of
the study area, both into the middle of paddocks and along some fence lines. There was dense cover of weed species
including Serrated Tussock (Nassella trichotoma) and Artichoke Thistle (Cynara cardunculus), with concentrated infestations
of Chilean Needle-grass (Nassella neesiana), Bathurst Burr (Xanthium spinosum) and African Boxthorn (Lycium
ferocissimum) dominating parts of the study area. Some paddocks, where embedded rock was less prevalent, were sown to
pasture species for grazing which included exotic Barely Grass (Hordeum murinum), Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne)
and Sub clover (Trifolium subterraneum). Despite the heavy infestation of weeds and past agricultural land use, there were
still areas where indigenous understorey species persisted, including species such as Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra),
Kneed Spear-grass (Austrostipa bigeniculata), Red-Leg Grass (Bothriochloa macra), Grassland Crane’s-bill (Geranium
retrorsum) and Kidney Weed (Dichondra repens). In some cases, indigenous grasses had re-established in recently
cultivated areas, including Windmill Grass (Chloris truncata) and Wallaby-grass species (Rytidosperma sp).

The desktop assessment identified the potential for five nationally significant flora species within the study area. None of
these species were recorded during targeted surveys.

Native vegetation is mapped as a ‘patch’ under The Guidelines where there is a perennial cover abundance of native
vegetation >25%. Twenty-eight patches of native vegetation were mapped, totalling 39.16 hectares in area. However, the
development has attempted to minimise impacts to this vegetation and only 7.497 hectares is proposed to be impacted. The
majority of this is secondary grassland which has recolonised the study area post-cultivation.

Twenty-two fauna species were recorded within the study area during the current assessment. This included 18 bird
species (15 native and three introduced), three introduced mammal species, and one native reptile. All of these species are
common to the local area. Notably, Wedge-tailed Eagles (Aquila audax) were nesting within planted, non-indigenous trees in
the eastern portion of the study area.

Native grasslands are generally present on the rocky knolls, although they were also observed in the western half of the
study area as secondary grasslands, generally comprising native Windmill Grass. These areas contained a low to moderate
cover abundance of native grasses. They contained areas of embedded and surface basalt rock and cracking basalt soils
and much higher inter-tussock space than the degraded grasslands. These areas are likely to provide breeding, refuge and
foraging opportunities (with a relatively higher abundance of prey items) for a range of ground-dwelling fauna such as
snakes, lizards, as well as mammals and invertebrates.

However the study area is dominated by degraded grasslands, including those areas that have been disturbed through
agricultural land uses, and are now dominated by exotic species, including environmental weeds. The vegetation in these
grasslands was generally heavily grazed and was less than 10 centimetres high, with the exception of less palatable species
such as Serrated Tussock and woody shrubs. This has reduced the quality of fauna habitats available to native wildlife by
reducing the areas for sheltering and foraging. The degraded grasslands may provide low quality habitat for some native
species, when moving between areas of higher quality habitat.

Several scattered and clustered groups of non-indigenous planted Sugar Gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) were recorded
within the study area. The trees are isolated within the landscape and the lack of other vegetation strata reduces the quality
of the habitat for woodland dependent species. Nonetheless, these mature trees are likely to provide habitat to a range of
common bird and arboreal mammal species.

The artificial dam in the northern portion of the study area, when it holds water, may provide a water source for a range of
fauna groups. Frogs use the dams as primary foraging and breeding habitat, as well as dispersal habitat to move across the
landscape. Bodies of water, such as dams, can support ducks and grebes Poliocephalus sp. Eastern Grey Kangaroos
(Macropus giganteus), were observed moving through the study area across the grasslands, would drink water at the dam.

The desktop assessment identified three nationally significant species which may occur within the study area. Of these
only Striped Legless Lizard occurs within the study area.

3.2 Describe the hydrology relevant to the project area (including water flows)
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The study area undulates. Water temporarily pools in low-lying areas, but generally flows to the east. Only one dam,
which contains a semi-permanent water supply, is present near the northern boundary of the study area.

3.3 Describe the soil and vegetation characteristics relevant to the project area

The study area is located within the Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion of Victoria, characterised by basalt soils. Soils were
observed to be loam and clay-loam soils. Some surface and embedded basalt rocks were observed. In the Western
Volcanic Plains, the fertile basalt soils are prone to cracking in dry periods and being seasonally waterlogged in wet periods.

The vegetation throughout the study area is modelled by DELWP to have been Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) 132:
Plains Grassland. Remnants of this vegetation persist, although the majority of vegetation is low quality when compared to
the EVC Benchmarks. The majority of the study area includes degraded grasslands now dominated by environmental weeds
such as Artichoke Thistle and Serrated Tussock.

3.4 Describe any outstanding natural features and/or any other important or unique values relevant to the project area

None observed.

3.5 Describe the status of native vegetation relevant to the project area

Despite the high level of modification to the vegetation within the study area, 28 patches of native vegetation were
observed in and adjacent to the study area. The total area of these remnant patches of vegetation was approximately 39.16
hectares. Vegetation quality was assessed using the state-endorsed Habitat Hectare assessment methodology. The quality
of these patches was low to moderate, with Habitat Hectares scores ranging from 16 to 47 (out of 100).

The development footprint has been minimised so that only 7.497 hectares of this native vegetation will be impacted. This
represents just 19.1% of the total area containing patches of native vegetation.

One patch of vegetation that is 0.44 hectares in size, was found to qualify as Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian
Volcanic Plain, which is listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act. This EPBC Act-listed community is located outside the
development footprint and is one of the patches of native vegetation which will be avoided.

3.6 Describe the gradient (or depth range if action is to be taken in a marine area) relevant to the project area

The study area slopes gently to the east, but is generally flat.

3.7 Describe the current condition of the environment relevant to the project area

The study area is grazed by cattle and arable portions of the study area are cropped. Areas not supporting native
vegetation patches were observed to be dominated by exotic species, particularly including 'noxious' environmental weeds
such as Artichoke Thistle, African Boxthorn, Bathurst Burr, Spear Thistle, Paterson's Curse, Serrated Tussock and Chilean
Needle-grass. Of these, African Boxthorn, Serrated Tussock an Chilean Needle-grass are also listed as Weeds of National
Significance.

Small remnants of native vegetation and secondary grasslands, dominated by Windmill Grass, persist elsewhere in the
study area.

It is apparent that Striped Legless Lizard occurs in areas where rocky substrates, cracks and crevices occur. The
structural formations are associated with a basalt knoll. The vegetation associated with this knoll is generally dominated by
the above-mentioned exotic species.

3.8 Describe any Commonwealth Heritage places or other places recognised as having heritage values relevant to the project

There are no Commonwealth Heritage places or other places recognised as having heritage values relevant to the project
area.

3.9 Describe any Indigenous heritage values relevant to the project area

The Project has been assessed by Unearthed Heritage Pty Ltd who, among other things, searched the Victorian Aboriginal
Heritage Register (VAHR) on 7 May 2020 (Access ID 8164) for any registered Aboriginal places that occur within or near to
the Project, as well as for areas of cultural heritage sensitivity (CHS). The proposed solar PV, battery storage areas and
electricity transmission line have been designed to avoid intersecting with any areas of CHS (land within 50 m of a registered
Aboriginal cultural heritage place). As such:

- While the proposed solar PV and battery storage areas would fulfil the definition of a high impact activity (r.46(1)(b)(xxx)
these areas do not include any areas of CHS, so do not trigger the mandatory preparation of a CHMP.

- The proposed transmission alignment avoids areas of CHS and does not fulfil the definition of a high impact activity, so
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does not trigger the mandatory preparation of a CHMP

3.10 Describe the tenure of the action area (e.g. freehold, leasehold) relevant to the project area

Freehold land will be leased for the project.

3.11 Describe any existing or any proposed uses relevant to the project area

The site is currently farmland. It will be converted into the Melton Renewable Energy Hub as described previously.
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Section 4

Measures to avoid or reduce impacts

4.1 Describe the measures you will undertake to avoid or reduce impact from your proposed action

The requirement to avoid and minimise impacts is consistent with the state 'Guidelines for the Removal, Destruction or
Lopping of Native Vegetation' policy which has been applied to this project.

Syncline Energy commissioned an ecological assessment of an area substantially larger area than was required for the
current project. This allowed the applicant to redesign the MREH facility to avoid and minimise impacts to biodiversity values.

The current development design has been based on avoiding larger, high quality patches of native vegetation within the
study area, whilst still meeting functional requirements, including a road access track, transmission connection, battery
storage facility and solar array.

The proposed development plan footprint avoids areas of the highest ecological value such as the patch of Natural
Temperate Grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plain and several higher quality patches of EVC 132: Plains Grassland to the
south and east of the proposed construction footprint. Development has been prioritised in areas of lower quality, degraded
vegetation such as those recorded in patches 2, and 5 which have been previously cultivated. In addition, the farm dam
recorded in the northern portion of the study area, which may provide low quality habitat for the Growling Grass Frog (in the
future, as it was not recorded during the current surveys), has also been avoided. The footprint has been kept to a practical
minimum. A Construction and Environment Management Plan (CEMP) will be prepared and implemented to ensure that:

- Retained vegetation is avoided during the construction and operation of the facility.

- Vehicle hygiene is maintained;

- Weeds are managed;

- Animal welfare protocols are implemented;

- Sediment and erosion controls are implemented; and

- Site remediation is undertaken, including with native vegetation where possible.

The CEMP would likely be a requirement of local and state approvals.

Despite attempts to avoid and minimise impacts to patches of native vegetation some residual impacts to biodiversity values
remain. This includes the loss of habitat for Striped Legless Lizard, and the loss of some patches of native vegetation.

4.2 For matters protected by the EPBC Act that may be affected by the proposed action, describe the proposed environmental
outcomes to be achieved

The proposed MREH development will require the removal of approximately 8.401 hectares of Striped Legless Lizard
habitat. This loss is unavoidable without jeopardising the entire project.

It is anticipated that offsets will be provided for the loss of Striped Legless Lizard habitat at an off-site conservation reserve.
Preliminary discussions with the owner of a suitable reserve have already commenced (details withheld). Offsets will be in
accordance with the requirements of the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy (October 2012). These offsets will be
sourced and secured prior to any approved removal of habitat.

With regard to the local and state approvals, the applicant will be required to provide offsets in accordance with 'Guidelines
for the Removal, Destruction or Lopping of Native Vegetation'. This offset has been calculated using the DELWP Native
Vegetation Information Management tool. The proponent will be required to secure these offsets as a planning permit
condition, prior to the development of the site. Offsets for impacts to native vegetation will be provided at a third-party reserve
and include:

- 1.744 General Habitat Units;

- With a minimum Strategic Biodiversity Score of 0.293;

- Located within the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority area or the Melton City Council
municipality.
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Section 5

Conclusion on the likelihood of significant impacts

5.1 You indicated the below ticked items to be of significant impact and therefore you consider the action to be a controlled
action

World Heritage properties

National Heritage places

Wetlands of international importance (declared Ramsar wetlands)

Listed threatened species or any threatened ecological community

Listed migratory species

Marine environment outside Commonwealth marine areas

Protection of the environment from actions involving Commonwealth land

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park

A water resource, in relation to coal seam gas development and large coal mining development
Protection of the environment from nuclear actions

Protection of the environment from Commonwealth actions

Commonwealth Heritage places overseas

Commonwealth marine areas

O000000000ROOO

5.2 If no significant matters are identified, provide the key reasons why you think the proposed action is not likely to have a
significant impact on a matter protected under the EPBC Act and therefore not a controlled action

Significant matters (listed threatened species or any threatened ecological community) has been identified to be of
significant impact as a result of the proposed action.




% Australian Government

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment

Note: PDF may contain fields not relevant to your application. These fields will appear blank or unticked. Please disregard these fields.

Section 6

Environmental record of the person proposing to take the action

6.1 Does the person taking the action have a satisfactory record of responsible environmental management? Explain in further
detail

Yes, the person taking the action has a satisfactory record of responsible environmental management. For its Bannerton
Solar Farm Project in 2017, Syncline undertook Native Vegetation Surveys of the project area near Robinvale, Victoria. The
project resulted in the removal of 0.899 hectares of native vegetation patches. Syncline secured the required offsets for this
removal and complied with all State and Local Government requirements.

6.2 Provide details of any past or present proceedings under a Commonwealth, State or Territory law for the protection of the
environment or the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources against either (a) the person proposing to take the
action or, (b) if a permit has been applied for in relation to the action — the person making the application

There are currently no past or present proceedings against either the person proposing the action or the person making the
application.

6.3 If it is a corporation undertaking the action will the action be taken in accordance with the corporation’s environmental policy
and framework?

O VYes 4 No

6.4 Has the person taking the action previously referred an action under the EPBC Act, or been responsible for undertaking an
action referred under the EPBC Act?

O VYes & No
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Section 7

Information sources

Reference source

Please see the supporting documents attached to this referral, which lists a range of references used during the
preparation of the reports that support this referral.

Reliability

All references are considered reliable. Limitations with reliance on such information is noted within the Ecolink Consulting
reports.

Uncertainties

Reliance on external references and limitations with the information gathered from those sources is noted within the
Ecolink Consulting reports.
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Section 8

Proposed alternatives

Do you have any feasible alternatives to taking the proposed action?
Yes 4 No
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Section 9

Person proposing the action

9.1.1 Is the person proposing the action an organisation or'business?
[ Yes J No

%anlatlon

Organisation name (as registered for ABN/ACN) SYNCLINE ENERGY PTY. LTD.

Business name

ABN 26117458803

ACN

Business address 146 Esplanade, Brighton, 3186, VIC, Australia

Postal address

Main Phone number 0413 640 120
Fax
Primary email address phil@synclineenergy.com.au

Secondary email address

9.1.2 | qualify for exemption from fees under Regulation 5.23(1)(ii) of the EPBC Regulations because | am:
% Small business
[ Not applicable

9.1.2.1 You must provide the date/income year that you became a small business entity:
07/12/2005

9.1.2.2 | would like to apply for a waiver of full or partial fees under Regulation 5.21A of the EPBC Regulations
0 Yes & No

9.1.3 Contact (for an organisation - the contact details of the person authorised to sign on behalf of the organisation)

First name Philip

Last name Galloway

Job title Managing Director

Phone

Mobile 0413 640 120

Fax

Email phil@synclineenergy.com.au

Primary address 146 Esplanade, Brighton, 3186, VIC, Australia
Address

Declaration: Person proposing the action (To be signed by the person at 9.1.3)

=i M1 B é)"“""hc’wﬂ'f , declare that

to the best of my knowledge the information | have given on, or attached to the EPBC Act Referral is complete, current and
correct. | understand that giving false or misleading information is a serious offence. | declare that | am not taking the action on
behalf or for the benefit of an} other person or entity.

c
Signature:—< ... . <2t R N ) Date: // ...0% A2

|, A :H/(.—/ P /;‘64 L OTRAY - PR
proposing the action, consent to the designationof ___.S /4 - &  E&EAEKE Y as the proponent for the
purposes of t described in this EPBC Act Referral.

/e 2 / - I

Signature:.«=.: I o FA ¥ aseldilintiisins




9.211s thé prop'o.os;e? d;s-lg-nataid pr&ﬁéh-e-ﬁtdan organisation or business?

[ Yes 0O No
Organisation
Organisation name (as registered for ABN/ACN) SYNCLINE ENERGY PTY. LTD.
Business name
ABN 26117458803
ACN
Business address 146 Esplanade, Brighton, 3186, VIC, Australia
Postal address
Main Phone number 0413 640 120
Fax
Primary email address phil@synclineenergy.com.au

Secondary email address
9.2.2 Contact (for an organisation - the contact details of the person authorised to sign on behalf of the organisation)

First name Philip

Last name Galloway

Job title Managing Director

Phone 0413 840 120

Mobile

Fax

Email phil@synclineenergy.com.au

Primary address 146 Esplanade, Brighton, 3186, VIC, Australia
Address

Declaration: Proposed Designated Proponent

I et P Gftqc_(_,ocd?\‘/' {the

proposed designated proponent, consent to the designation of
myself as the pro for the purposes of the action described in this EPBC Act Referral.

Tl om /o3 200)

T T . . O, - [ N e ol S R
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Referring party (person preparing the information)

9.3.1 Is the referring party an organisation or a business?
M Yes O No

Organisation

Organisation name (as registered for ABN/ACN)
Business name

ABN

ACN

Business address

Postal address

Main Phone number

Fax
Primary email address
Secondary email address

The Trustee for ECOLINK CONSULTING UNIT TRUST
80646930817

473 High St, Northcote, 3070, VIC, Australia

0422623144

simon.scott@ecolinkconsulting.com.au

First name

Last name

Job title

Phone

Mobile

Fax

Email

Primary address
Address

9.3.2 Contact (for an organisation - the contact details of the person authorised to sign on behalf of the organisation)

Simon

Scott

Principal Ecologist
0422623144

simon.scott@ecolinkconsulting.com.au
473 High St, Northcote, 3070, VIC, Australia

Declaration: Referring party (person preparing the information)

| {0/3/2\
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Appendix A

Attachment

Document Type File Name

action_area_images 1811 Figure 1 25012021.pdf

action_area_images 1811 Figure 1 10032021.pdf

govt_approval_conditions 1811_Biodiversity_Asst_Holden_Rd_MREH_VerE_0102202
1.pdf

govt_approval_conditions 1811a_Plumpton_SRF_Report_01022021.pdf

govt_approval_conditions 1811a_GSM_Survey_Plumpton_16122020.pdf

govt_approval_conditions 1811a_GGF_Survey_Plumpton_17122020.pdf

govt_approval_conditions 1811a_Plumpton_SLL_Report_16122020.pdf

Appendix B

Coordinates

Area 1

-37.67012463142,144.73715918532

-37.669554623903,144.73716847227
-37.669544390266,144.7371494102

-37.669532204822,144.73713226058
-37.669476894064,144.7370970603

-37.669460433163,144.73708658444
-37.669459708038,144.73708612297
-37.669439035293,144.73708387674
-37.669418332898,144.73708563853
-37.669398088953,144.7370913668

-37.669378780752,144.7371009265

-37.669360863527,144.73711409224
-37.669345358023,144.73712984369
-37.669331862663,144.7371482928

-37.669320670975,144.7371690383

-37.669314280098,144.73718485601
-37.669309234559,144.73720142556
-37.669305727088,144.73721775978
-37.669303527624,144.73723445171
-37.669302682283,144.73725797696
-37.669305250147,144.73728710698
-37.669311756953,144.73731524925
-37.669322009308,144.73734156734
-37.669335702496,144.73736527902
-37.669352429533,144.73738567955
-37.669371693263,144.73740216259
-37.669392921136,144.73741423823
-37.669415482224,144.73742154755
-37.66943870597,144.73742387331

-37.669461902126,144.73742114637
-37.669536257687,144.73737028773
-37.669547513383,144.73735308617
-37.669556884288,144.73733418056
-37.669564209449,144.73731389561
-37.670729904164,144.73728927229
-37.670743611109,144.7373131645

-37.670760391342,144.7373337204

-37.670779740802,144.73735032252
-37.670801078252,144.73736247214
-37.670823762736,144.73736980429
-37.670847112834,144.73737209873
-37.670870427131,144.73736928652
-37.670893005286,144.73736145213
-37.670914169073,144.73734883089
-37.670933282749,144.73733180195
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-37.670949772156,144.73731087681

-37.670963141965,144.73728668407

-37.670972990558,144.73725995045

-37.671786194607,144.73724044035

-37.671796888101,144.73726313277

-37.671810243305,144.73728347076

-37.671825938653,144.7373009646

-37.671843596233,144.73731519309

-37.671862790887,144.73732581363

-37.671883060445,144.73733257048

-37.672264460427,144.73939909127

-37.67224745245,144.73941378115

-37.672232420041,144.73943155693

-37.672219713551,144.73945200432

-37.672209629122,144.73947464677

-37.672202401783,144.73949895656

-37.672198199979,144.73952436713

-37.672197121637,144.73955028623

-37.672199474778,144.73957803546

-37.672205404549,144.73960492654

-37.672214751178,144.73963023493

-37.672227262829,144.73965327871

-37.672242602389,144.73967343699

-37.672260356548,144.73969016662

-37.672280046937,144.73970301684

-37.672301143016,144.73971164141

-37.672323076372,144.73971580794

-37.672640809523,144.74147612231

-37.672686378338,144.74178879433

-37.672672328858,144.74180647164

-37.67266049169,144.7418265498

-37.672651122756,144.74184859469

-37.672644424614,144.74187212972

-37.67264054208,144.74189664605

-37.672639559095,144.74192161363

-37.672641658101,144.74194764162

-37.672646906402,144.74197295629

-37.67265517972,144.7419969582

-37.672666282148,144.74201907901

-37.672679950785,144.74203879489

-37.672695861967,144.74205563899

-37.672713638922,144.74206921244

-37.672732860703,144.74207919383

-37.673105346749,144.74416612869

-37.673088937422,144.7441839398

-37.673075002279,144.74420482206

-37.673063899735,144.74422823838

-37.67305591535,144.74425358647

-37.673051254484,144.74428021438

-37.673050037016,144.74430743724

-37.673052170574,144.74433370953

-37.673057512401,144.74435924916
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-37.673065933606,144.74438343989
-37.673077230993,144.74440569802
-37.673091131966,144.74442548647
-37.673107301107,144.74444232777
-37.673125348269,144.74445581554
-37.67314483799,144.74446562435
-37.6731653,144.74447151751
-37.673338167335,144.74538537957
-37.673555588369,144.74653483127
-37.673537934248,144.74654935669
-37.673522291929,144.74656716159
-37.673509042557,144.74658781213
-37.673498508969,144.74661080512
-37.673490947829,144.74663558033
-37.673486543373,144.74666153407
-37.673485402922,144.74668803394
-37.673487982815,144.74671725664
-37.673494526086,144.74674548311
-37.673504837035,144.74677186914
-37.673518607276,144.74679562557
-37.673535424963,144.74681604187
-37.673554787102,144.74683250742
-37.673576114601,144.74684452976
-37.673598769583,144.7468517493
-37.67362207447,144.74685395012
-37.673645332243,144.7468510664
-37.673667847294,144.74684318436
-37.673688946227,144.74683053976
-37.673707997999,144.74681351076
-37.673724432796,144.74679260669
-37.673737759073,144.74676845276
-37.673747578258,144.74674177138
-37.67375359667,144.74671336055
-37.673755634307,144.74668407002
-37.673753630226,144.74665477582
-37.673747644365,144.74662635411
-37.673737855756,144.74659965495
-37.673724557163,144.74657547688
-37.673708146332,144.74655454304
-37.67368911409,144.74653747952
-37.673668029667,144.74652479667
-37.673645523673,144.74651687382
-37.673436929623,144.74537381003
-37.673266368502,144.74443921042
-37.673283065874,144.7444204956
-37.673297081423,144.74439857265
-37.673308031339,144.74437404193
-37.673315615761,144.7443475752
-37.673319626994,144.74431989725
-37.673319955191,144.74429176601
-37.673316591365,144.74426395187
-37.673309627633,144.74423721649
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-37.673299254694,144.74421229202
-37.673285756609,144.74418986101
-37.673269503016,144.74417053771
-37.673250939014,144.74415485128
-37.673230572971,144.7441432313

-37.673208962601,144.74413599596
-37.672849646484,144.74205894847
-37.672867124392,144.74204149333
-37.672882080694,144.74202065747
-37.672894107541,144.74199700908
-37.672902876968,144.74197119302
-37.672908149838,144.74194391329
-37.672909782363,144.7419159138

-37.672907730026,144.74188795806
-37.672902048792,144.7418608084 1
-37.672892893586,144.74183520522
-37.672880514065,144.74181184665
-37.672865247809,144.74179136969
-37.672847511121,144.74177433273
-37.672827787669,144.74176120034
-37.672806615297,144.74175233064
-37.672769878153,144.74146660112
-37.672440876176,144.73964862878
-37.67244036778,144.73964812267

-37.672452237233,144.73962431749
-37.672460827662,144.73959837771
-37.672465904369,144.73957101201
-37.672467328655,144.73954296805
-37.672465061606,144.73951501202
-37.672459165161,144.7394879077

-37.672449800415,144.7394623956

-37.672437223222,144.73943917274
-37.672421777201,144.73941887358
-37.67240388435,144.73940205271

-37.672384033518,144.73938916969
-37.672362767043,144.73938057648
-37.672364340676,144.73937619874
-37.672012327089,144.73728979994
-37.672004394457,144.73728376839
-37.672018859358,144.73726153763
-37.67203014235,144.73723656009

-37.672037921233,144.73720954901
-37.672041973871,144.73718127575
-37.672042184535,144.73715254767
-37.67203854721,144.73712418516

-37.672031165765,144.73709699813
-37.672020250986,144.73707176295
-37.67200611456,144.73704920023

-37.671989160169,144.7370299543

-37.671969871969,144.73701457472
-37.671948800758,144.73700350069
-37.67192654825,144.73699704844
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-37.671903749892,144.7369954022
-37.671881056717,144.73699860899
-37.671859116756,144.73700657723
-37.671838556528,144.73701907938
-37.671819963153,144.7370357584
-37.671803867585,144.73705613803
-37.67179072945,144.73707963628
-37.671780923922,144.73710558215
-37.670961902699,144.7371148493
-37.670949071763,144.73709226897
-37.67093349119,144.7370726163
-37.670915576306,144.73705641516
-37.67089580466,144.7370440974
-37.670874703296,144.73703599139
-37.670852834705,144.73703231319
-37.670830781827,144.73703316084
-37.670809132515,144.73703851175
-37.670788463863,144.73704822328
-37.670769326826,144.73706203654
-37.670752231527,144.73707958333
-37.670737633668,144.73710039591
-37.670725922374,144.73712391948
-37.670717409826,144.73714952699
-37.670616772725,144.73715116673
-37.67012463142,144.73715918532

Area 2

-37.666472851476,144.73379222651
-37.666469808439,144.73427371677
-37.666462131227,144.73548707707
-37.666413698617,144.73548756377
-37.663733668209,144.73527055579
-37.662379690172,144.7355280932

-37.662323554632,144.73552865708
-37.662322388438,144.73553899221
-37.662209647663,144.73556043588
-37.66226352271,144.73600864176

-37.66374921047,144.73572606155

-37.666459227511,144.73594551366
-37.66645567369,144.73650616008

-37.667528733473,144.73651930422
-37.667535828516,144.73659446009
-37.667820624401,144.73961158401
-37.668725235464,144.73951959142
-37.668839614116,144.74023385987
-37.670059705483,144.74003757073
-37.672258566462,144.74660360602
-37.673461921053,144.74632803257
-37.673405718985,144.74588021064
-37.673338167373,144.74538537956
-37.673436929623,144.74537381003
-37.673779331152,144.7453336989

-37.673020572674,144.73956119192
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-37.675247972404,144.73920279342
-37.674470636609,144.73190500229
-37.673002384698,144.72072941947
-37.666541751255,144.7228057999

-37.666472851476,144.73379222651

Area 3

-37.66750082648,144.73557036478
-37.667909991945,144.73556492233
-37.66790905214,144.73547253608
-37.666462131227,144.73548707707
-37.666413698617,144.73548756377
-37.662379690172,144.7355280932
-37.662323554632,144.73552865708
-37.662322388438,144.73553899221
-37.662311060802,144.73563938037
-37.667457346445,144.73557094311
-37.66750082648,144.73557036478

Area 4

-37.667900435616,144.73462583161
-37.66790905214,144.73547253608
-37.667909991945,144.73556492233
-37.667927867809,144.73732354312
-37.668577732054,144.73726609362
-37.669309234559,144.73720142556
-37.669320756646,144.73720040694
-37.669349524414,144.73719786371
-37.669360863527,144.73711409224
-37.669378780752,144.7371009265
-37.669398088953,144.7370913668
-37.669418332898,144.73708563853
-37.669439035293,144.73708387674
-37.669459708038,144.73708612297
-37.669459587242,144.73706768242
-37.66953109819,144.73706727232
-37.6696103133,144.73706681803
-37.669604309126,144.73541247314
-37.671144828312,144.73540360545
-37.671135649782,144.73288751911
-37.671586093141,144.73288491112
-37.67156133176,144.72616965748
-37.671660428877,144.72616907443
-37.671651683783,144.72382185511
-37.671561595338,144.72382238682
-37.671562424117,144.72404434038
-37.669400368089,144.72407430418
-37.669402059536,144.72452763995
-37.668086769697,144.72453540116
-37.668091831855,144.72589538609
-37.669758468092,144.72588558234
-37.669797626144,144.72885462796
-37.669651623925,144.72885549411
-37.668003733233,144.72886526889
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-37.667999611456,144.73175128913

-37.667871452623,144.73178218687

-37.667899599769,144.73454372876

-37.667900435616,144.73462583161






