
Fact sheet 

Wind Farms 
Managing fire risks 

Fact sheet| Managing fire risks | June 2024        1

Do wind turbines pose a fire risk? 
Under normal operating circumstances, it’s 
extremely unlikely that a wind farm can cause 
or adversely affect a bush fire.1  The Australasian 
Fire and Emergency Service Authorities Council 
(AFAC) confirms that wind farms are not 
expected to adversely affect fire behaviour, nor 
create major ignition risks.2 

In Australia, lightning is one of the main sources 
of bushfire ignition3 accounting for 90% of the 
total area burnt by all fires.4  AFAC highlight that 
wind turbines may reduce the risk of bushfires 
caused by lightning due to their in-built lightning 
protection mechanisms.5 

Modern wind turbines are fitted with automatic 
controls that activate in the unlikely event 
of a fire, which may include shutting down 
equipment, fire suppression, and notifying 
emergency services. 

How are fire risks around the wind 
turbines prevented and managed?  
Wind farms are designed to include extensive fire 
mitigation measures and have detailed fire and 
emergency response management plans. The 
plans are prepared in consultation with state and 
local fire services.

We install fire breaks around infrastructure to 
reduce the fuel load and prevent the spread of 
a fire. Water and fire fighting equipment may be 
stored onsite at strategic locations. 

The internal road network will provide 
improved mobility for farmers, support staff and 
emergency services. Access roads also reduce 
the likelihood of fire moving through, or leaving 
the property as they act as an effective firebreak 
in many circumstances.6  



Do wind farms prevent aerial 
firefighting?  
Wind farms do not prevent aerial firefighting 
activities, instead pilots navigate to avoid wind 
turbines in the same manner as they avoid other 
obstructions, such as buildings, radio towers and 
power lines. 

We will record wind turbines and met masts in the 
tall structures database maintained by Air Services 
Australia. 

We will develop a Fire and Emergency Response 
Management Plan specific for the project.  This 
plan will contain any required protocols to shut 
down wind turbines to assist in aerial firefighting 
activities. 
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Provide feedback
Email AUProjects@equis.com  
or phone 1800 161 249. 

To  learn more about our projects you can:

• Visit our website.
• Register at engagement hub to  

follow our projects.
• Attend a project information session.  

On our engagement hub you can register as 
supplier, provide feedback and register your 
interest for community benefits.

We will publish project information on our 
engagement hub and website, including 
upcoming information sessions, project updates, 
newsletters, and fact sheets.

Visit www.equis.com.au

Register equis.engagementhub.com.au

Call toll free on 1800 161 249

Follow www.linkedin.com/company/equisdev

Email AUProjects@equis.com

Need more information
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